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Introduction

Welcome to the Deloitte 
Africa Tax Pulse, your go-to 
newsletter for the latest tax 
developments across the 
continent.
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As African economies evolve, governments are implementing 
new tax policies to enhance revenue collection, promote 
transparency, and streamline compliance. These changes 
significantly impact businesses, individuals, and key 
industries. 

In this edition, we provide highlights from the recently tabled 
2026/27 Budget Speeches from Malawi, Namibia and South 
Africa, as well as Ghana’s newly issued legislation to regulate 
tax exemptions.

Stay informed and prepared as we navigate Africa’s evolving 
tax environment together.
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Central Africa

Malawi

East Africa

Deloitte commentary on South Africa's Budget 2026/27
Restoring confidence, maintaining optimism, together

The comprehensive commentary on 2026/27 South African National Budget, highlights the Minister of 
Finance’s strategic, yet delicate, balance between fostering economic recovery and enforcing fiscal discipline. 
 
Key themes include encouraging investment through structural reforms, supporting green energy and 
infrastructure, as well as providing relief to households via inflationary adjustments to personal income tax 
brackets and medical tax credits. 

Other tax measures, such as an increase in compulsory VAT registration threshold will also provide small 
businesses with some relief from the administration burden of VAT compliance. 
 
Click here to access our full analysis on the South Africa 2026/27 National Budget Speech.

East Africa

South Africa

Southern Africa

2026/27 Budget Speech Highlights
Driving economic recovery and sustainable growth through impactful 
reforms and fiscal consolidation 

The Malawian Minister of Finance, Economic Planning and Decentralisation delivered the 2026/27 Budget 
Statement on 27 February 2026, introducing amendments to taxation, tax administration, value added tax 
(VAT), as well as Customs and Excise Acts aimed at strengthening domestic revenue mobilisation and 
improving tax administration. 

Key amendments include:

• Harmonisation of the period for claiming tax refunds under the VAT Act and the Tax Administration Act 
to six months; 

• Introduction of a final withholding tax of 2% on the gross proceeds from the sale of listed shares; and 

• Amendment of Section 39(3) of the Tax Administration Act allowing transfer pricing audits to go back up 
to nine years.

The VAT, income tax and administrative measures will take effect from 1 April 2026, subject to Parliamentary 
approval and gazetting. 

https://www.deloitte.com/za/en/services/tax/about/south-african-budget.html?icid=ln_tax_contentwebsiteszaenservicestaxanalysissa-budget.html
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Central Africa

Namibia

East Africa

Modified tax scheme for individual businesses who fall below the 
VAT threshold

Ghana’s Value Added Tax Act, 2025 (Act 1151), has increased the VAT registration threshold for businesses 
supplying goods from GHS 200,000 to GHS 750,000.

This adjustment will exempt many small businesses from compulsory VAT registration. However, affected 
businesses must continue to charge and account for VAT until formally deregistered by the Ghana Revenue 
Authority (GRA).

The GRA has indicated that businesses falling below the new threshold will, where applicable, be transferred to 
a Modified Tax Scheme (MTS) to ensure they remain within the tax register. 

The MTS is a simplified and flexible income tax framework designed for qualifying informal sector businesses.

2026/27 National Budget

On 26 February 2026, the Namibian Minister of Finance tabled the 2026/27 National Budget in the 
parliament. 

The earlier announced Income Tax Bill was slated for a Parliament introduction between July and September 
2026. The Bill includes the introduction of local dividend withholding taxes, a new tax regime for long-term 
insurers provisions relating to hybrid mismatch instruments, and other key proposed measures.

Key new announcements and reconfirmations of reviews include mineral export levies, petroleum income 
taxation, special economic zones, capital allowances, individuals and trusts tax rates, as well as fringe 
benefits taxation. Other announcements include additional levies on the fishing industry, expansion of ring-
fencing losses, corporate social responsibility (CSR) deduction limitation and measures around Base 
Erosion and Profit Sharing (BEPS) Action 12.

The current tax amnesty programme will not be extended past 31 October 2026. There are no changes to the 
VAT rate, VAT registration threshold, export levies, fuel levies and environmental levies.

Click here to read more

East Africa

Ghana

Southern Africa

West Africa

https://www.deloitte.com/na/en/services/tax/perspectives/namibian-tax-budget-speech-2026.html?id=na:2sm:3li:4nambudget:5:6tax:20260227::19690143965
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West Africa

Deduction at source for VAT paid to nonresidents on digital 
services considered

Ghana’s government is seeking to introduce digital solutions for at-source VAT collection on cross-border 
transactions made via digital platforms owned by nonresident taxpayers, as part of broader VAT reforms. 

The proposed system would enable local financial institutions and payment service providers to identify, 
withhold, and remit VAT directly to the Ghana Revenue Authority, enhancing compliance and reducing 
revenue loss. 

Nonresident digital service providers are required to assess the potential impact on their VAT compliance, as 
the new approach aims to improve real-time monitoring and enforcement of VAT obligations in Ghana. 
 
Click here to read more

Ghana

Ghana issues legislation to regulate tax exemptions

Ghana has introduced the Exemptions Regulations, 2025 (L.I. 2514), effective 21 November 2025, to 
operationalise the Exemptions Act, 2022 (Act 1083). The regulations establish the administrative framework for 
applying, assessing, and granting exemptions, as well as set clear procedures, timelines, and documentation 
requirements for applicant categories including covered entities, privileged persons, and private businesses. 

The regulations also clarify industry specific concessions, reporting obligations, and other conditions required 
for effective implementation of the Act. 

The scope of the regulations covers exemptions under the Exemptions Act and exclude remissions, waivers, or 
extensions of tax payment deadlines under other tax laws.

Click here to read more

https://www.taxathand.com/article/40725/Ghana/2025/Deduction-at-source-for-VAT-paid-to-nonresidents-on-digital-services-considered
https://www.taxathand.com/article/41059/Ghana/2025/Government-issues-regulations-for-implementation-of-tax-exemption-regime
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